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Experience the Illuminating 
Power of Our Stories

 

GAY CHORUS DEEP SOUTH   FRI JUNE 21 | 7:00PM

In response to a wave of discriminatory anti-LGBTQ laws in Southern states and the divisive 2016 election, the 
San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus embarks on a tour of the American Deep South. Led by Gay Chorus Conductor 
Dr. Tim Seelig and joined by The Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir, the tour brings a message of music, love and 
acceptance to communities and individuals confronting intolerance. Over 300 singers traveled from Mississippi 
to Tennessee through the Carolinas and over the bridge in Selma, performing in churches, community centers 
and concert halls in hopes of uniting us in a time of difference. The journey also challenges Tim and other Chorus 
members who fled the South to confront their own fears, pain and prejudices on a journey towards reconciliation. 
What emerges is a less divided America, where the lines that divide us—faith, politics, sexual identity—are 
erased through the soaring power of music, humanity and a little drag.  

The 20th Annual Kansas City LGBT Film Festival 
 proudly begins with the Midwest premiere of a stirring new award-winning film  

about creating change through the power of music co-presented by the  
Heartland Men’s Chorus who will be performing live as part of the evening’s festivities
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LOCAL HEROES SAT JUNE 22 | 2:45PM

Home-grown creativity takes center stage in this special showcase which features three new films with stories 
by and about LGBTQ people from the Heartland. In TRANFORMATIONS, four Kansas men prepare to go full drag 
for a pageant-style charity gala, and in the process learn a thing or two about their drag queen mentors. From 
Brookfield, MO native Brett Carmical comes the second expisode of HAPPENSTANCE where the private struggles 
of Brett’s friends and coworkers become more apparent as he continues to evaluate his complicated connection 
with Michael. LUCKY is a girl caught between two worlds. At home, with her best friend she can embrace her 
blackness, but must hide her sexuality. At school, with her girlfriend she can be openly gay, but has to change 
her behavior to fit in with her classmates. Written and directed by Aurora, MO native and Stephens College alum 
Lydia Lane. Special guests from each film are scheduled to be in attendance. 

Special Celebration of MO-KAN Made Films



www.OutHereNow.comWATCH PREVIEWS   |   LEARN MORE  |   GET TICKETS 

 
UNITY TEMPLE ON THE PLAZA 

707 West 47th Street, KCMO  64112

s t o r y t e l l e r s  s a t u r d a y

QUEER YOUTH RISING 
SAT JUNE 22 | 11:00AM
This showcase of unique and diverse films by, for, and about queer youth begins 
this year’s Storytellers Saturday screenings. EMMA is a multi-talented transgender 
student navigating life at the historically Catholic and conservative University 
of Notre Dame. A child learns sign language in hopes of making a new friend in 
WELCOME TO THE BALL. Max isn’t sure he’s gay until he meets Leon at his new 
school, but when Max is singing at a school concert something beautiful happens IN 
A MOMENT.  A transgender teen and his immigrant granddad bond over their shared 
understanding in MY GRANDSON, CHARLOTTE. After a pivotal romantic encounter 
at the end of their senior year, two childhood best friends reflect on their share past 
and possible future in ARCANA SIX. Damián suffers bullying from his classmates 
because of their suspicion about him being gay, until things change INSIDE OUT. 
And, in HIDDEN a classroom poem is read that has a meaning and two secrets.

MOVING PICTURES  
SAT JUNE 22 | 5:00PM

Compelling and revealing stories delve into nuances of the LGBT experience through 
memorable and moving performances. The honored finalists for Best Dramatic 
Short are presented in this twilight showcase. A rising MMA star hides her refugee 
status from her small town, and the world in CHOKE. In TELL-BY DATE, Ryan wants 
to tell his son that he’s transgender and not his biological father, but fears it will 
change their relationship. After a gay purge, four best friends are surviving by living 
in fake marriages to each other in HIDING IN DAYLIGHT. Two men hook-up and try to 
forge a meaningful relationship until a confession threatens to pull them apart in 
ALL WE ARE. In THERE YOU ARE a trans woman must dress like a boy to say goodbye 
to her dying grandmother in Texas. Recent L.A. transplants HANK (Jason Stuart) and 
his husband struggle to save their 15 year marriage by having an open relationship.  

THE SEXTET 
SAT JUNE 22 | 7:30PM

Come enjoy a special sextet of enteraining tales about modern gay romance, 
hook-ups and relationships. Darren, who keeps trying - and failing - to propose to 
his boyfriend, Elliot, wonders if they’ll ever be ENGAGED. A single gay man schemes 
to have a hunky repairman continue to come back to his house,º but the fantasies 
become more than either of them expected in THE HANDYMAN. Inspired by true 
events, THE STAND-IN tells the story of Bryan whose wedding to his partner doesn’t 
go as planned when his biological mother refuses to attend. In CLOTHES & BLOW a 
voiceover artist is forced to re-evaluate how fully and authentically he is really living 
his life. Two best friends have a fight entirely by text in R U OK when one sleeps with 
the other’s crush. In NOT A FAIRYTALE, a very single, fifty-something gay man, has 
no interest in trying to find a real romantic connection with a younger man, until...

FROM BAGHDAD TO THE BAY 
SAT JUNE 22 | 1:00PM

This multiple award-winner follows the epic journey of Ghazwan Alsharif, an Iraqi 
refugee and former translator for the U.S. military. Wrongfully accused of being a 
double agent, tortured by the U.S. military and ostracized from family and country, 
Ghazwan struggles to rebuild his life in the US while coming out as an openly gay 
activist. A raw and deeply moving mirror of the subject’s persistance and generosity 
on his harrowing quest to be true to himself amidst extreme adversity. Winner of 
the 2019 OUT HERE NOW Celebration of Courage Award for Outstanding 
Documentary Feature.  Also showing on this program is this year’s Celebration 
of Courage Award winning short film.  BROTHERS, follows a Muslim Arab boy who 
realizes he is different, and is fortunate to have an older brother who stands by him 
and encourages him to be himself, in the face of bias and adversity. 
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W o r l d  C I N e M a  s u N d a y

GLOBAL VOICES 
SUN JUNE 23 | 1:00PM
This illustrious Audience Choice Showcase returns with six powerful and resonant 
stories from emerging filmmakers around the world including a first-ever finalist 
from Iran. You’re invited to open your mind (and your heart) and help select the 
winner for Best International Short Film. DARIO, a 17-year-old Columbian boy has a 
passion for dance which he tries to keep secret from his mother.  In GUILLERMO ON 
THE ROOF, a young director tries to fix his romantic life by making a film about it, but 
will discover another reality through Samir, a Syrian refugee. In TAMAGOTCHI, Laura 
makes a decision to turn off the Internet and look at the world around her. She soon 
meets and fall in love with Agatha...almost as if everything was planned to happen. 
Chilean drag queens must face THE NIGHT, UNSHELTERED.  And, in AMONG STUDENTS, 
a teacher witnesses one of his students being attacked by homophobic bullies, but 
dares not to stand up for the pupil for fear of being discovered himself. 

VITA & VIRGINIA 
SUN JUNE 23 | 5:00PM

Set amidst the bohemian high society of 1920s England, VITA & VIRGINIA tells the 
scintillating true story of a literary love affair that fueled the imagination of one of 
the 20th century’s most celebrated writers. Vita Sackville-West (Gemma Arterton) 
is the brash, aristocratic wife of a diplomat who refuses to be constrained by her 
marriage, defiantly courting scandal through her affairs with women. Just days 
after meeting the brilliant but troubled Virginia Woolf (Elizabeth Debicki), she is 
immediately attracted to the famed novelist’s eccentric genius and enigmatic allure. 
So begins an intense, passionate relationship marked by all-consuming desire, 
intellectual gamesmanship, and destructive jealousy that will leave both women 
profoundly transformed and inspire the writing of one of Woolf’s greatest works. 
This new film is a thoughtful and gorgeous supplement to both women’s legacies.

ORPHEUS’ SONG 
SUN JUNE 23 | 7:00PM

Join us for the World Festival Premiere of a seductive and sensual new film from 
Germany.  When playful, gym rat Philip wins a trip to Greece who better to 
accompany him than his best friend, Enis, a thoughtful, grad student in need of a 
break. While out hiking on their travels, they get lost on an island. They wander in 
the woods until they find an abandoned village where they encounter a mysterious 
creature, who calls himself Hercules. They spend the night together in a cave and 
dream a mystical dream. On the next day, the boundaries of their relationship will 
be tested...and nothing between the two will be like it was before. This new film 
from prolific director Tor Iben shows with INFINITE WHILE IT LASTS, a poignant new, 
Brazilian film about asexuality.  After falling in love at a party, Danny and Seiji just 
want to be together. Directed by two-time OUT HERE NOW alum, Akira Kamiki. 

SORRY ANGEL 
SUN JUNE 23 | 3:00PM

Well cast and beautifully filmed, this deeply personal French gay romance explores 
a young man’s sexual awakening with wit, empathy, and a satisfying depth. Paris, 
1993. Jacques is a semi-renowned writer and single father in his thirties trying 
to maintain his sense of romance and humor in spite of the turmoil in his life 
and the world. While on a work trip, he meets Arthur, an aspiring filmmaker in 
his early twenties, who is experiencing a sexual awakening and eager to get out 
of his parochial life. Arthur becomes instantly smitten with the older man. In its 
inter-generational snapshot of cruising, courtship, and casual sex – Jacques’ forty-
something neighbor Mathieu rounds out the triumvirate – SORRY ANGEL balances 
hope for the future with agony over the past in an unforgettable drama about 
finding the courage to love in the moment. loss, and youth and aging.
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o u t  &  P r o u d  M o N d a y

LAUGHING OUT LOUD 
MON JUNE 24 | 5:15PM
Everybody’s favorite LGBTQ comedy showcase returns with a titter-filled, twilight 
showcase of fun flicks all vying for your vote for Best Comedy Short. In LUKEWARM, 
a young gay couple tries to put the “lust” back in “lackluster.”  Hilarity ensues as 
budding drag starlet COCOA FONDUE prepares to shoot the pilot of her very own 
variety show. THE GABYSITTERS CLUB takes a lesbian riff of the best-selling book 
series. Two gay men find a creative way to release their pent-up aggression in COME 
AT ME, BRO.  While at a Halloween party preparing for an online hookup, things 
get a little weird in THE CURSE after Kyle bumps into a witch in the bathroom. In 
BAD, a critic is tasked with the challenge of professionally assessing her girlfriend’s 
abstract art.  Johnny tries to come out correctly to his family in IS YOUR TEEN A 
HOMOSEXUAL? which uses the style of “teen hygiene” educational films of the 
1950s.  All these and more in a happy hour of hilarity guaranteed to lift your spirits.

2019 SHORT FILM COMPETITION 
TUES JUNE 25 | 5:15PM

Get ready to mark your ballots at this popular closing night event that started it all. 
Your vote decides which of these mini-short films (less than 10 minutes each) will 
win the top prize and a cash award. This year’s finalists comes from all across the 
globe and span the spectrum of the LGBTQ experience. See new works by festival 
favorites such as KC native Savannah Rodgers (QUEEN FOR A DAY), musician Tom 
Goss (RESHAPING BEAUTY) and British trans filmmaker Jake Graf (LISTEN). Other 
featured films include: a one-word journey through an unsuspecting freshman’s 
sexual trials, tribulations, and revelations during her first semester of college;  
a SELF-PORTAIT of a two-spirited Native American; and 14-year-old Cary, nervously 
preparing for his first dance as his parents reminisce about their own in THE ONE 
YOU NEVER FORGET.  Come and enjoy a true Baker’s Dozen of cinema treats.

PAGEANT MATERIAL with BROTHERS 
TUE JUNE 25 | 7:30PM

Our entertaining and heart-filled closing night film puts a modern, gay twist on a 
Cinderella story.  Still recovering from the death of his mother, 17-year-old Rodney 
dreams of escaping his small southern hometown in pursuit of following in his 
mother’s footsteps as an award-winning pageant queen. Despite an onslaught of 
bullying and abuse from his step-father, stepbrothers, and classmates, Rodney calls 
upon his best friend Monique and a unique cast of southern characters to help him 
take the crown in an upcoming teen drag pageant in Atlanta.  Director Jonothon 
Mitchell will be in attendance. The featured short film, BROTHERS, follows a Muslim 
Arab boy who realizes he is different, and is fortunate to have an older brother who 
stands by him and encourages him to be himself, in the face of bias and adversity. 
Both films are recipients of 2019 OUT HERE NOW Celebration of Courage Awards.

CHANGING THE GAME 
MON JUNE 24 | 7:30PM

This dynamic, new documentary takes us into the lives of high school athletes— 
all at different stages of their athletic seasons, personal lives, and unique paths 
as transgender teens. Their stories span across the U.S.—from Sarah, a skier and 
teen policymaker in New Hampshire, to Andraya, a track star in Connecticut openly 
transitioning into her authentic self. The film centers on Mack Beggs, who made 
headlines last year when he became the Texas State Champion in wrestling and 
was heralded as a hero by some while receiving hate and threats from others. 
Trans athletes have to work harder than their cisgender peers in order to thrive in 
their field while also having the courage and resilience to face daily harassment 
and discrimination. The kids in this film have found sports as a way to channel the 
negativity around them into a positive, to gain a sense of self-worth and validation.

C l o s I N G  N I G H t  f u N



FREE COMMUNITY GATHERING
Stonewall 50th Anniversary Screening Event

Featuring Special Guest Performances
LOOK FOR MORE DETAILS AT THE FESTIVAL

and at www.OutHereNow.com

 
FRI JUNE 28 | 7:00PM 
UNITY TEMPLE ON THE PLAZA

Remembering the Past - Pointing toward the Future 
with a special presentation by Stuart Hinds of the 
Gay & Lesbian Archives of Mid-America


